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Join us for neighborhood news and socializing! 

March 8 - 6:30pm social / 7pm program. The Roanoke 
Park Conservancy will discuss next steps to a multi-
step plan for park improvements. Volunteer opportuni-
ties.  Sample tamales by Volker’s own Omar Fierros! 

April 12 - 6:30pm social / 7pm program. Zoning Over-
lay presentation & discussion with Nathan Jurey, SE 
Area Volker Rep, City Planner Blue Springs. Tear-
downs and infill development have threatened the 
character of housing in other neighborhoods, and it 
could happen in Volker. We will present several fea-
tures of residential construction allowable within the 
current Zoning Code that differ from most existing 
Volker homes, and how a zoning overlay could prevent 
this! Afterward, we will have an open discussion about 
the desire to pursue a Zoning Overlay. Volunteers will 
be invited to help in this effort moving forward.  
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Dog Owners and Dog Walkers:   

It’s your responsibility to bag your dog’s poop—
every time! If your dog sometimes poops 
twice...take two bags! You know what it’s like to 
step in it; all of us have had that experience. Please 
do your part. Respect your neighbors! 
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Dumpster Day is coming! Changes to the way the 
city schedules these days have caused a delay in 
setting the date, but it could be as early as April. 
Watch for updates in Facebook, Next Door and 
your VNA email notices so you don’t miss the day! 
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In our continued efforts to 
raise the funds needed to 
replace banners in the 
Volker neighborhood, VNA 
Volunteers will be fundraising on St. Patrick's Day 
outside of MO Brew and Drunken Worm, located at 
1403 & 1405 W. 39th Street. 

Consider stopping by between 10a-6p to give a cash 
donation. We’ll be giving away green and gold 
Mardi Gras beads to anyone who donates! Dona-
tions by cash or check will be accepted. 

Many thanks to the generous owners of MO Brew 
& Drunken Worm for allowing us to fundraise at 
their locations, as well as to J. Wilbur Company for 
donating beads! 

See page 2 for more information on our new Volker banners! 
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The VNA is raising funds to purchase and install new banners, replacing the ones that formerly graced 
our neighborhood for nearly 15 years. We are seeking financial support from individuals and businesses 
to help with related expenses, getting us closer to  new, exciting banners on our streets. 

The new banner was designed by Kyle Gray and selected by VNA member vote at the Volker Neighbor-
hood Thanksgiving Potluck in 2016. The new banners will be hung as soon as remaining funds are raised 
to cover the cost of 20 total banners. To date, VNA has raised more than $3,500 toward a goal of $6,000! 

We need your help! A gift of $300 will cover the printing, labor, materials, and city permit for one ban-
ner. However, any donation amount helps us achieve our goals!  

To make a tax-deductible contribution online, visit www.volkerkcmo.org/banners. Or you can mail a 
check made payable to ‘Volker Neighborhood Association’ (address on VNA renewal slip on pg 4). Or 
donate in person at the banner fundraiser on St. Patrick’s Day!! We’ll be at MO Brew & Drunken Worm 
located at 1403 & 1405 W. 39th Street from 10am-6pm that day. 

Show your pride in the Volker Neighbor-
hood by donating—every donation, no mat-
ter the size, helps us get closer to our goal! 

If you have questions or would like to dis-
cuss in further details, please contact:  

John 816.547.6669 or johnpearse@live.com 
Lindsay: 816.262.8854 or lindsayhum-
mer@gmail.com. 
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1. Woodbridge Apartments (2 banners) 
2. 35th & Genessee, NE Corner 
3. 1817 W. 36th  
4. Roselawn – 3711 Bell 
5. Gordon Parks – 37th / Karnes Blvd / Wy-

oming 
6. 38th / Wyoming / Valentine, NE Corner 
7. 1201 Valentine 
8. 39th & Wyoming, NE Corner 
9. 39th & Roanoke, NE Corner 
10. 39th & Clark 
11. 3915 Genessee 
12. 41st, just off State Line 
13. 41st, just West of Roanoke  
14. 818 W. 40th  
15. Jacob’s Well – 42nd & Wyoming   
16. Westport & Bell, NE Corner 
17. Westport & Terrace, NE Corner 
18. 1012 Westport 
19. Greenwood & Southwest Trafficway, on 

island 
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Please turn the page for more news! 

The building in the 1940 tax photo at right, 
at 1807 West 39th St., is currently occupied 
by Alpha Chiropractic Center on the first 
level and the Gnostic Study Center on the 
second. The city directory from 1940 states 
that this was a billiards hall at that time, 
owned by James Hunt. Even before then, 
The West Side — a publication likely from the 
early 1900’s — states that the Roanoke 
Bakery occupied the space. It had just been 
purchased by German immigrant William 
Kloepfer. 
 

The next issue of the Volker News will reveal 
the names of the two businesses that occu-
pied the building just to the west of 1807.  Stay tuned!        - Diane Capps 

7ZR�2SWLRQV�IRU�&RPPXQLW\�*DUGHQLQJ� 
 
The Volker Community Garden and Orchard at Gordon Parks Elementary School continues the com-
munal shared gardening model. It's managed by Volker resident volunteers in partnership with Gordon 
Parks and Kansas City Community Gardens. Anyone in the neighborhood can participate and take 
what they think is equal to their contribution. For more information, contact Kayla Genevieve by email 
at volkergarden@gmail.com.  

Jacob’s Well Church offers individual raised beds on 42nd Street between Wyoming and Terrace. There 
is a $25 charge for the season and you will need to sign a contract. Gardeners from 2017 get first choice 
for renewal, then membership opens to new gardeners. To learn more, emailinfo@jacobswellchurch.org.   
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The February neighborhood meeting focused 
on VNA efforts, funded by a PIAC grant, to 
study and improve traffic problems in the Volker 
neighborhood. Guest speakers included Mario 
Vasquez, Project Manager with the KCMO Public 
Works Department, and DuRon Netsell & Mi-
chael Schmidt representing Better Block KC. 
 

Mario Vasquez has been partnering with the VNA 
to assist with coordinating a traffic study of nu-
merous neighborhood trouble spots, targeting is-
sues such as stop-sign obstructions, speeding and 
pedestrian safety. The study will evaluate the se-
verity of each issue and recommend solutions 
where possible. It is expected to begin in March, 
weather permitting. In addition to conducting the 
traffic study, the VNA plans to use some of the 
PIAC grant funds and partner with Better Block  
 

 
KC to implement low cost, effective solutions to 
mitigate obvious traffic issues. 
 

DuRon Netsell and Michael Schmidt of Better 
Block KC presented a slideshow illustrating vari-
ous solutions to improve problem intersections us-
ing clever, cost-effective measures that encourage 
traffic to slow around stop signs and pedestrian 
crosswalks. 
 

These measures included adding brightly painted 
crosswalks, using temporary bulb-outs (painted 
curb-extensions) to reduce lane width, 
and encouraging motorists to respect temporary 
bulb-outs by placing concrete or wooden planters, 
plastic bollards, or even large concrete balls along 
the perimeter of the bulb-outs. 
 
Please contact VNA vice president, Patrick Faltico, for more 
information.  
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There’s a lot going on that impacts your life in Volker Neighborhood.  
Between bi-monthly newsletters, things happen. For timely updates: 
 

-- Like us on Facebook:  VOLKER NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
-- Sign-up at the VNA website for email notices: :www.VolkerKCMO.org    
-- Join Nextdoor at http://Nextdoor.com  

VNA Membership Application 
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Nature's Own Neighborhood Grocery is now open in the Westport Land-
ing Shopping Plaza. 
 
CBD American Shaman, 1415D 39th Street, is open. Offering hemp oil and 
teas. 
 
Tiki Taco’s pass-through window at 1710 W. 39th Street is now also serv-
ing in the ‘Beach Bar’ next door, with indoor seating.  
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The Volker Neighborhood Association’s all-volunteer board organizes pro-
grams and projects contributing to quality of life in Volker and keeping 
you informed. Please join or renew online, at a meeting, or mail the mem-
bership application on the bottom of this page. 

We appreciate your support! 


